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Community Base Map—Maps are needed to show land use, ownership,
location of utilities, and to plan for future village improvements.
These maps can be prepared by either surveying the land on the ground,
by enlargement of aerial photos, or by a combination of both. Air
photos can be taken at various heights. The height determines the
extent of the area covered by the photograph.
This community base map (right)] was prepared from a photo-
graph that was enlarged to a scale of 1:3,600 ( 1 in. = 300 ft. ). This
map was used to locate the present utilities, homes, and various com-
munity services and can be used in the future to evaluate the area
for village expansion and to locate sites for new construction. The
map also shows the area around the village, including old trails, drainage
patterns, and type of vegetative cover. This kind of data is very impor-
tant in the development of community growth and expansion as well
- as to the understanding of some of the environmental conditions that
presently affect the community. <
The photograph to the left was taken at a height of 8,400 feet e e e i it TF o
(1 in. = 1,400 ft.). From this height the village as well as the land X s
around it can be clearly evaluated. This photograph shows that Chitina
is located near the confluence of the Chitina and Copper Rivers and
that it is connected to Alaska’s major highway network via the Edger-
ton Highway, which passes through Chitina, crosses the Copper River,
and goes to the state campground. Steep slopes to the west rise to an
elevation of over 3,000 feet; the steeper slopes are marked by their
lack of vegetation. Changes in vegetation also reflect drainage patterns
and soil conditions.

Note: This community base map has been prepared from low altitude aerial photographs which contain unavoidable
distortions in scale. Property and utility information have been generalized from many sources and may contain
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