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archaeological surveys Biotic Resources
**Shows presence, but not actual
j location Valerie Kramer
. ***Information provided by village res-
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Community Base Map—Maps are needed A i g
1 A
Y to show land use, ownership, location of o
utilities, and to plan for future village ’;:“f
improvements. These maps can be pre- bLs
| - - “ k
= pared by either surveying the land on the
| ground or through enlargement of aerial
ai photos or by a combination of both. Air
‘ photos can be taken at various heights.
The height determines the extent of the
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Natural Resources

Biotic—The village is wholly located within the Aleutian National
Wildlife Refuge, initially established in 1913 by President W. H.
Taft, by Executive Order No. 13 as ““a preserve and breeding ground
for native birds, for the propagation of reindeer and fur-bearing

Salmon (Sockeye, Pink,
Chum, Coho, Chinook)

animals and for the encouragement and development of the fish- Pacific Cod
eries.”
St B o As Figure 9 shows, the village of Atka is some distance from the Pink Shrimp
927 12’N—174"12'W fisheries centers of the southeast Bering Sea. Although the village is 1
located within important king crab, black cod, and Pacific Ocean Herring
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area covered by the photograph.
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perch commercial fishing grounds, it has no facilities for processing
fish or other fishery products. Halibut, salmon, and other fish are
caught near Atka.

Reindeer were introduced to the island in 1914, and between
2,500 and 3,500 of them freely roam the island, providing meat for
the village. Foxes, seals, and sea lions are also commonly seen.

The vegetative cover of the island consists of an association of
arctic/alpine species of plants. Below about 1,000 feet, the land
surface is blanketed by a thick mat of about 500 species of vascular
plants, bryophytes, and mosses. Above that altitude, vegetation
becomes sparse since the wind severely stunts or suppresses plant
life.

The coastal marine waters support an extensive and diverse
community of marine plants.

Minerals—There are no known commercially attractive mineral de-
posits on Atka Island.

Valerie Kramer

The rich and prolific fauna and flora of the
region have always been the subsistence
and economic mainstay of the Aleuts.
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Flatfish (Yellowfin Sole,
Flathead Sole, Rock Sole,
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Figure 9
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@y King Crab
” Tanner Crab

Land animals commonly found throughout
the area; reindeer, foxes, eagles, ptarmigan,
numerous ravens, and Peale’s falcons.
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