




Annexation comments open 
By KELLY ZIENTEK 
Daily News Staff Writer 

' The Ketchikan Gateway Borough 
has filed its petition with the Alaska 
Local Boundary Commission to 
Bnnex about 4,701 square miles, 
including Meyers Chuck. 

Written comments and briefs on 
@e annexation must be filed with the 
Focal Boundary Commission by 4:30 

on April 28. "Responsive briefs" 
be filed according to code. As 
ed to written comments, those 
responsive briefs gain certain 

procedural rights and duties during 
t$e annexation proceedings, accord- 
&E to the LBC. 

according to the petition, "the current 
cultural, social, economic and other 
ties between this area and the bor- 
ough does not justify inclusion at this 
time," although the borough indicated 
in October it anticipates annexing 
Hyder in the future. 

According to the petition, Hyder 
should be annexed when Hyder resi- 
dents decide they want more govern- 
ment services, when economic devel- 
opment in the Hyder area expands, or 
when Hyder becomes less isolated 
through increased ferry service and 
direct telecommunication links, thus 
tvine the communitv more closelv 

or Hyder. After the borough has an opportu- 
Hyder was excluded because, nity to answer any responsive briefs 

and comments, the Alaskzi 
Department of Commerce, 
Community, and Economic 
Development will prepare a prelimi- 
nary report on the proposal. 
Following comment on the prelimi- 
nary report, the department will 
issue its final report. The LBC then 
will hold at least one local public 
hearing. If the LBC approves the peti- 
tion, the annexation will be subject to 
legislative review. 

The petition and related informa- 
tion are available for review at the 
Ketchikan Gateway Borough Clerk's 
office; the Ketchikan Public Library; 
the Meyers Chuck Post Office; and 
the Hyder Community Association 
library. The petition also is posted on 
the borough's Web site at www.bor- 
0ugh.ketchikan.ak.m. 

Responsive briefs and written com- 
ments can be mailed to: Local 
Boundary Commission Staff, 550 
West Seventh Ave., Suite 1770, 
Anchorage, AK, 99501-3510; e-mailed 
to LBC@commerce.state.ak.us; or 
faxed. 

kelly@ketchikandailynews. corn 
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