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descnhg the service areas and f k i d  
background of the vicinity and copies of the 
Qlugiak-Eagle River Comprehensive Plan. ~ 

Commission chairman Sig Strandberg said 
the commission was “nluctant”. to take the.. 
remanding action “because we want to’ dllgo to thestatelegislatunforrrric#. . 

.If the commission decides im fawr,o€ the 
Chugiak-Eagle River incorporation, it has the . 
diSCretIOnary power to decide if an ekCti0n On I 

themtteris necessary. 
If incorporation is appnmd, the m a w  , 
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mental operation has not stilled the 
voices of those who favor a sepa- 
rate borough in the Chugiak and 
Eagle River area. 

The movement for the creation 
of a new government in that 
suburban area is so strong, in fact, 
that one of the first things the new 
municipality of Anchorage may 
have to cope with will be the 
amputation of part of its territory. 

This will come as  no surprise. A 
new borough in the Eagle River 
area, in fact, was formed under 
provisions of a law enacted by the 
1974 legislature. But the new 
government was abolished by court 
order before it could get into opera- 
tion. 

THE NEW BOROUGH was 
scheduled to begin functioning last 
July 1. But the courts held its for- 
mation failed to follow prescribed 
constitutional guidelines. Part of 
the opposition to the new borough . 
came - from the administrative 
headquarters of the Greater An- 
chorage Area Borough, which 
didn’t want to see the split come 
about. 

But the Anchorage borough 
government ceased to function last 
night when the unified municipality 
came into being. And with that 
change, the climate toward the as- 

aavocates in cagie River and 
Chugiak may well have shifted. 

During his unsuccessful cam- 
paign for mayor of the new munici- 
pality, Borough Mayor Jack Roder- 
ick spoke against separate status 
for Eagle River and Chugiak. City 
Mayor George Sullivan, on the oth- 
er  hand, said he believed the people 
of that area should have their own 
government, if that’s the decision 
of the majority. 

AND THAT’S precisely what 
many Chugiak and Eagle River res- 
idents want to see come about. 

Petitions asking for the creation 
of a new borough were formally 
accepted by the state last week, 
clearing the way for a Boundary 
Commission decision on whether 
the area meets the standards for 
incorporation as a separate bo- 
rough. If the commission rules 
favorably, an election will be held 
to determine whether the area will 
go its own way. 

The outcome may well be pre- 
determined. Said the Chugiak-Ea- 
gle River Star in an editorial last 
Thursday : 

“Based on Tuesday’s vote, we 
are more confident than ever of 
earlier predictions that the sepa- 
rate borough will pass by an even 
greater margin than it did before.” 


